Hemispheric prevalence in acoustical attention.
Two experiments were conducted in which monaural clicks were presented to the right or left ear preceded by binaural verbal (Experiment 1) and musical (Experiment 2) warnings. After the "neutral" warnings, the clicks could be presented to the right or left ear equally often (50%); after the warnings which directed the attention to the left or right ear, the clicks could be presented to either the "expected" (67%) or to the "unexpected" (33%) ear. In Experiment 1 there was a cost effect for the "unexpected" ear and reaction times were significantly faster when the clicks were presented to the right ear. In Experiment 2, the musical warnings brought about a cost effect while no significant ear advantage was observed.